
THE OFFICES OF THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER
FOR THE EASTERN AND WESTERN DISTRICTS OF VIRGINIA

JOINTLY PRESENT THE SIXTEENTH

FRANK DUNHAM FEDERAL
CRIMINAL DEFENSE CONFERENCE

Thursday, April 10 - Friday, April 11, 2025
Harrisonburg, Virginia

GENERAL INFORMATION

PROGRAM SCHEDULE:

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE:

HOTEL INFORMATION:

MCLE CREDIT:

HEALTH AND SAFETY:

THURSDAY MORNING:

QUESTIONS:

See page 2 of this flyer for the tentative schedule (times, speakers, and topics 
subject to change).

There is no tuition charged for this program, but membership on a federal 
district court Criminal Justice Act (CJA) panel is required. Further, we must 
charge an administrative fee of $57 to cover the cost of the coffee/soda break 
each morning and afternoon, plus lunch on Friday.  Please send $57 to Jeremy 
“Jay” Leinen via Venmo @EDVA_FPD_CLE or via PayPal @EDVAfpd. 
You can also use the QR codes on page 4 or in the registration form linked 
below. Please put “FD Conference 2025” in the note section. For questions 
about payments, contact Jay at the phone/email below.

Please see page 3 of this flyer for information about hotel accommodations.

MCLE credit (8.0 hours, including 2.0 ethics) will be requested. You will 
receive a link to download the written materials shortly before the program.

In consideration of other attendees, please do not attend if you test positive 
for or have symptoms of any respiratory illness.

There will be a golf tournament on April 10 at a golf club in the Harrisonburg 
area. Please indicate your interest in participating on the registration form, 
and more information will follow.

Contact Patrick Bryant at (703) 600-0885 or Patrick_Bryant@fd.org, or 
Jeremy Leinen at (703) 600-0835 or Jeremy_Leinen@fd.org.

Please click here to register no later than Friday, March 21, 2025

https://forms.gle/J66y5GhasB4GuhrVA


FRANK DUNHAM FEDERAL
CRIMINAL DEFENSE CONFERENCE

Thursday, April 10 - Friday, April 11, 2025
Harrisonburg, Virginia

TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE

(Speakers, subject matter, and time slots subject to change)

Thursday, April 10

8:30 Golf Tournament

1:00 Program check-in begins

2:10 Welcome and Introduction

2:15 - 3:15 Supreme Court Update and
Preview

3:15 - 3:30 Break

3:30 - 4:45 Avoiding BOP Pitfalls:
Understanding Common
Mistakes and How to Solve
Problems When Navigating the
Bureau of Prisons

4:45 Adjourn for the day

Friday, April 11

7:30

8:00

8:25

Morning coffee & snacks, check-in begins

Program check-in continues Welcome and 

Introduction

8:30 - 9:30 Fourth Circuit Update

9:30 - 10:30 Representing Clients Living With
Mental Illness: A Holistic,
Compassionate, Client-Centered
Approach

Geremy C. Kamens, FPD E.D. Va.
Mary E. Maguire, FPD W.D. Va.

Devi M. Rao, Esq.
Gregory Cui, Esq.

Supreme Court & Appellate Program
MacArthur Justice Center

Jack T. Donson, Executive Director,
The Federal Prison and Education

Reform Alliance
Mary E. Maguire, FPD W.D. Va.

Geremy C. Kamens, FPD E.D. Va.
Mary E. Maguire, FPD W.D. Va.

Jenny R. Thoma, Research & Writing
Attorney, N.D.W.Va.

Eric Brignac, AFPD, E.D.N.C.

Andrea George, Executive Director,
E.D. Wash. Community Defenders



Friday, April 11, cont’d

10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45 - 12:15 Using and Misusing AI (ethics)

12:15 - 12:45 Using Loper-Bright to Challenge
Criminal Regulations

12:45 - 2:00 Lunch (meal provided)

2:00 - 3:00 Breakout Sessions

For CJA Attorneys:

How to Get and How to Use Paralegals 
and Investigators

For FPD Attorneys:

Neuroscience and Sentencing Mitigation

3:00 - 3:15 Break

3:15 - 4:15 Ethics Game Show, Round X

4:15 Complete evaluations and adjourn

Nicole Owens, Federal Defender,
Idaho Community Defenders

Dale G. Mullen, Esq.,
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Geremy C. Kamens, FPD, E.D. Va.

Larry M. Dash, Fourth Circuit Case
Budgeting Attorney

Bernadette Donovan, Esq.,
Donovan & Engle PLLC

Don Pender, AFPD, W.D. Va.

The Hon. Nancy Gertner (ret.)

Kenneth P. Troccoli, American Univ.
Washington College of Law

Brittany Davidson, AFPD, E.D. Va.

HOTEL INFORMATION

The program will be held at the Hotel Madison & Shenandoah Valley Conference Center, located 
at 710 S. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. We have a block of rooms available at a discounted 
rate of $110 plus tax for the evening of April 10, 2025. Use this link to make your reservation:

https://reservations.travelclick.com/110365?groupID=4353149

or call the hotel at (540) 564-0200 and mention the Federal Criminal Defense Conference.

Please make your reservation promptly, as the block may fill up quickly.

https://reservations.travelclick.com/110365?groupID=4353149


FRANK DUNHAM FEDERAL
CRIMINAL DEFENSE CONFERENCE

Thursday, April 10 - Friday, April 11, 2025
Harrisonburg, Virginia

QR CODES FOR PAYMENT




